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For the Prophecy came not in old Time by the Will 
f Man; but holy Men of God ſpake as They 
r | 


8 Apo ſtle exhorts us, in the 
preceding Part of the Context, 
| reverentially to regard the Writ- 
ings of the Prophets. And in 
KH order to enforce his Exhorta- 
tion, he introduces the Words which I have 
read. In treating on which, I would firſt 
explain the Terms and Phraſes uſed therein; 
and then advance a doctrinal Propongn 
from them. 
- Firſt, Prophecy is the N and Re- 
velation of Things, not diſcoverable by na- 
_ tural Light, whether paſt, preſent, or future. 
Things paſt are Matter of Prophecy. For 
Inſtance, the Order of Creation which A 
15 the Account of; that could not poſ- 
bly be diſcovered by Reaſon. The great 
1 5 5 in an immediate and ſupernatural 


Manner, made known to Moſes how he pro- | 
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| ceeded in the Formation of all Things which 

exiſt, Preſent Things alſo were Matter of 
Prophecy. Thus Eliſba by a prophetical 
Spirit became acquainted with his Servant 
Gebaz1, receiving Gifts of Naaman the Syrian, 

2 Kings v. 26. Future Things likewiſe are 
Matter of Prophecy; ſuch as are contingent 
and free, eſpecially if they are not only in a 
general Manner predicted, but with the 
Circumſtances of Perſons, Place and Time. 
By this Gop proves his Omniſcience, and 
ſtrongly aſſerts his Divinity, againſt the 
feigned Deities of the Gentiles; that He by 
himſelf knew future Things, and revealed 
them to whom he would, Jai. xh. 21—23. 

Secondly, Prophecy came not in old Time by 

_ the Will of Man. Old Time means the for- 
mer Ages of the World. Prophecy was an- 
cient, for 1t commenced very. early. It came 
not by the Will of Man; the human Will 
had no Influence therein: For no Man was 
endowed with a Spirit of Prophecy, becauſe 
he willed ſo to be: It was entirely of the 
ſovereign Will of Gop. that any Man be- 
came a Prophet. And it muſt be obſerved, 
that the Prophets had not an habitual Capa- 
city of prophecying or declaring the Will of 
Gop. It was not by virtue of an _infuled 
Habit reſiding. in them, which they could 

_ exert at Pleaſure. This is evident in Moſes, - 
who did not immediately paſs Sentence 

againſt a Blaſphemer ; but he was put into 
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Cuſtody until the Will of Gon was declared 
concerning him, Levit. xxiv. 12. | 
Thirdly, The Prophets who were holy 
Men of God, ſpake as they were moved by the 
Holy GHH. They were holy Men of God; 
ſanctified by divine Grace, and ſet apart of 
Gop unto that ſacred Function wherein they 


acted, and they enjoyed Nearneſs to, and 


Familiarity with Him: They ſpake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt: Why is the 
third Perſon in the adorable Trinity. His 

Office and Work it is to reveal the Will of 
Gop unto the Church. The Prophets ſpake 
as they were moved by him. He furniſhed 
them with the Knowledge of the Matter of 
their Prophecies: And by a powerful Im- 
pulſe He excited them to ſpeak in delivering 
them. For the holy Spirit dictated to 
them 1n ſpeaking ; or the Prophets expreſſed 
the Mind of Gop in Language, which He 
directed them to uſe. The Medium by 
which we communicate Knowledge to one 
another, in this State, is Speech, wherein 
we may err: For, our Language is not an 
infallible Mean of conveying Knowledge. 
If, therefore, the Prophets had been left to 
themſelves, in the Choice of Words, the 

might -have erred. To ſuppoſe which, 1s 
to overthrow Inſpiration itſelf, as it is in- 
tended for the. infallible Inſtruction of the 
Church of Gop. This is clear, becauſe a 
fallible Mean cannot infallibly inſtruct, or 
3 5 infallibly - 
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infallibly convey the Knowledge of Truth. 
The Conceptions of the Prophets were ſug- 
geſted to their Minds in an immediate and 
ſupernatural Manner, by the Holy Ghoſt; 
and they expreſſed thoſe Conceptions, under 
his infallible Guidance and Direction. So 
that, they were effectually preſerved from 
Error, in Thought, and in Language too. 
And therefore, their Doctrines are not only 
of Gop; but the Words in which they ex- 
reſſed thoſe Doctrines are of Gop alſo. As 
aints they were not impeccable, but as Pro- 
phets they were certainly nfalkble. For, 
they both thought and ſpoke under the in- 
fallible Direction of the holy Spirit. From 
the Words thus briefly explained, I think 
this doctrinal Propoſition naturally ariſes, 
Viz. The Writings of the Prophets are an imme- 
diate and ſupernatural Revelation from God. 
It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Gop is 
capable of conveying to the human Mind, 
the Knowledge of Truth, in an immediate 
and ſupernatural Manner ; and alfo, that 
the Mind of Man is capable of receiving the 
Knowledge of Truth in ſuch a Manner: Be- 
cauſe, I apprehend, without the Suppoſition 
of both, we muſt conclude, it is impoſſible, 
that the Knowledge of Men, even in the fu- 
ture State, ſhould be carried farther, than 
their natural Powers can arrive unto. Which 
ſurely none will ever imagine. Hath not 
 Gop the fame immediate Acceſs ny and 
ower 
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Power of acting upon the human Mind, in 
its embodied State, as in its ſeparate State 
 Doubtleſs he has. And, therefore, he can, 
while it is united to the Body, enlarge its 
Knowledge of Truths as far as he pleaſes, by 
an immediate and ſupernatural Manner of 
acting upon it unto that End. Conſequently, 
Inſpiration is not a Thing in the leaſt unrea- 
ſenable. Our Incapacity to explain it, or 
declare the Mode of it, is no Objection 
unto its Poſſibility. We pretend not to 
have any Experience thereof ; how, there- 
fore, ſhould we be capable of explaining of 
it, or of declaring its Mode. Reaſon cannot 
but conclude upon the Poſſibility of it, tho 
it is unable to deſcribe how Gop acts upon 
- the human Mind therein. 1 
In diſcourſing on the doctrinal Propofi- 
tion which I have advanced from the Text, 

I would, ; 5 MES 


I. Endeavour to prove, that an immediate 
and ſupernatural Revelation was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, to teach Men their 
Duty, and conduct them to Happineſs. 
II. Offer ſome Arguments to evince, that 
the Writings of t the Prophets are fach 
a Revelation. 3 eat” 
III. Hint ſome Things to prove, that we 
now enjoy their Writings pure and un- 
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I. An immediate and ſupernatural Reve- 
lation was abſolutely neceſſary to teach 
Men their Duty, and t them to 
Happineſs. | | N 

The Truth whereof, I conceive, the fol- 
lowing Arguments will maſt clearly and ſo- 
lidly prove. | 

- 1, We know not how. we may worſhip 
' Gop acceptably. By Worſhip is underſtood 
giving that Glory to Gop which is due from 
us, on Account of his infinite Perfections, 
our abſolute Dependence on Him, and our 
numerous Obligations to Him : Reaſon it- 
ſelf, without the leaſt Heſitation, will at 
once determine, that it is it that we ſhould 
pay religious Honours to our Creator. But 
m what Way, which will be approved by 
him it 1s at a Loſs, and cannot _ No 
Man, who thinks, can be without ſome de- 
gree of Conſciouſneſs, that he is a Sinner, 


and unable to perform devotional Acts with 


that fixed Attention, and abſolute Freedom 
from Vanity in his Thoughts which he ought. 
How, therefore, his religious Services may 
be accepted with his Maker, which are not 
ſuch as they ought to be, he cannot obtain 
Satisfaction about. Our Religion, is the Re- 
ligion of Sinners: Therefore very defective 
and umperfect. Conſequently, it 1s impoſ— 
ſible that our Reaſon ſhould ever diſcover 
how our religious Services may be accepted 

3 35 
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by the infinitely pure and holy Object of our 
Devotions. 1 dare venture to afhrm, that 
if all the Deiſts upon Earth were to unite in 
a Conſultation on this momentous Subject, 
they would never be able to preſcribe to us 
ſuch a Mode of Worſhip, as we may. be aſ- 
ſured will be pleaſing to our Maker. This 
is_a Point of the utmoſt Importance, and 
fully proves the abſolute Neceſſity of an im- 
mediate and ſupernatural Revelation from 
Heaven to inſtruct us in our Duty, and 
guide us to Happanels. 


2. Another Thing of equal Importance, 
which we are ignorant of, .is, how.our de- 
praved Nature may be. rectified and cured 


of that moral Diſorder which it is the Sub- 


ject of. That Corruption | hath overſpread 
human Nature, is as clear as the Sun: But 
to what particular Cauſe it is owing, . Reaſon 
cannot inform us. The Malady is evident 
to all who ſeriouſly think on the, Matter, but 
none can trace it up to its Origin; nor diſ- 
cover by what Means it may be remedied. 
If Reaſon is capable of diſcovering that Gop 
only can effect our Cure, which perhaps it 
may, yet it hath no Way of knowing whe- 


ther He will or not. For no Man hath a 


Right to claim this Favour of his Maker, 
and therefore none can tell, whether he will 
vouchſafe it to any of the, human Race or 
not. From hence it is evident, that an im- 

mediate and ſupernatural Revelation from 
er en 8 
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Go was abſolutely neceſſary to inftruft and 
ys us to Happineſs. | 
It is a Point unknown to Reaſon whe- 
tot Gop will pardon Sin. As we cannot 
be without ſome Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, our 
natural Light diſcerns that Sin demerits Pu- 
niſhment. Divine Benevolence and Good- 
neſs aſſure the innocent Creature of kind 
Treatment from its Maker: But that He will 
act mercifully towards the Guilty, cannot 
be collected from thence ; becauſe, Acts of 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs are not natural to 
Gop. They are free Acts of his Will, which 
therefore muſt be above the Diſcover of our 
Reaſon. If indeed there was a Fitneſs in Par- 
don, or if it was fit in tſe}f for Gop to for- 
give Sin, he could not but forgive it. Re- 
miſſion would then be neceſſary and not 
Nor can we attain unto a Satisfaction, rom 
the Works and Bounties of Providence, that 
there is a Purpoſe in Gop to pardon Sin. 
Deferring the Execution of Puniſhment is no 
Evidence of an 1 ntention, in Gop, to remit 
our Guilt. And permitting Men to poſſeſs 
Abundance of this World, 1s no Ground for 
a Concluſion that He 1s upon Terms of Peace 
and Reconciliation with them. The grandeſt 
Monarch, from his exalted Station and 
princely Treaſures, hath no more Reaſon to 
think that Gop will forgive his Sins, than 
the meaneſt and moſt neceſſitous of his Sub- 
_ jets have to imagine, that He will TR 
eirs 
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theirs. . Divine Love or Hatred to the Sons f 
Men, cannot be known by what they are in- 
titled unto, or want of the Things of this 
World. Placability in Gop towards Sin- 
ners, cannot with the leaſt Appearance of 
Truth be inferred from the Diſpenſations of 
Providence. The great Governor of the 
World often ſuffers the moſt abandoned to 
ſwim in Plenty, and enjoy Eaſe; while the 
leſs vicious drag through Life in Penury and 
great Diſtreſs. Beſides, what pleaſing Senſe 
of the divine Favour do the Sons of Men 
enjoy, in all that glittering Show, with which 
they glide through the ſhort, Time of their 
Exiſtence here? None at all: Nor are they 
defirous of that + delightful Conſciouſneſs: 
As they have their Portion in this Life, they 
are content with it, and look not higher. 
This is a farther Proof of the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of an immediate and ſupernatural 
Revelation from Gop, 1 | 
4. We cannot by any Means aſſure our- 

ſelves, that it is poſſible with Gop to pardon 

Sin and fave criminal Creatures. - Some, 
perhaps, wall ſay this is proceeding, very far 

indeed: But I hope to make it evident, that 
it is true. The Reaſon of the Matter aſſerted 

is clear: Which is this. If Sin is pardoned, 
and guilty Creatures are ſaved, it is #7 that 
it ſhould be, in ſuch a Way as is glorifying 
to Gop. It may be, it will be aſked, Is not 
Go infinitely merciful? I anſwer, he un- 
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doubtedly is. Tt may be enquired farther, 
Is it not an Act of Mercy to ſave a miſer- 
able Creature? I reply, It certainly is. May 
not, therefore, Gop glorify his Mercy in 
faving Sinners abſolutely on the Ground of 
Mercy, or without any Proviſion for his 
Honour in other Reſpects? I anſwer boldly, 
No, he cannot: Becauſe, Mercy in Remiſſion 
only regards the miſerable Object, in ſparing 
him, not his Gailt, unto which his ny 
is owing. Gop is not merciful to Sin itſelf, 
nor can be: That he cannot ſpare, or ſuffer 
to go unpuniſhed. As he cannot act pow- 
erfully, in the natural World, without act- 
ing wiſely therein: So he cannot act merci- 
fully in the moral World, (if I may be al- 
lowed the Uſe of that Phraſe) without acting 
hohly therein. Now, the Manifeſtation of 
divine Holineſs, in relation to Guilt, can 
only be in the Infliction of deſerved Penalty. 
And it is not poſſible with Gop to exerciſe 
Mercy towards guilty Creatures, and therein 
neglect to diſcover his Holineſs, or his juſt 
and infinite Abhorrence of moral Evil. To 
FRO Sin, as an abſolute Act of Mercy, would 
2 a total Neglect of Holineſs, which is no 
more poſſible with Gop, than it is to put 
forth the Acts of Power without Wiſdom. As 
He cannot act powerfully without the Exer- 
ciſe of his infinite Wiſdom therein: So He 
cannot act mercifully, without manifeſting 
his infinite Holineſs therein, But to forgive 
-*" 
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Sin, as an Act of abſolute Mercy, would not 
be an Act of Holineſs; and therefore no ſuch 
Act of abſolute Mercy is poſſible with Gov. 
Can finite Wiſdom reſolve how Holineſs, as 
well as Mercy, may be diſcovered in the 
Remiſſion of Sin? No, that is impoſſible. 
Holineſs is manifeſted in the Infliction of 
Punifhment for Sin, and Mercy 1s diſplayed 
in the Impunity of a Sinner. It is abſolutely 

beyond the Power of all created Wiſdom to 
determine how both ſhould be; and there- 
fore our Reaſon cannot aſſure us, that the 
Pardon of Sin, and the Salvation of Sinners, 
are poſſible: And conſequently our Reaſon 
muſt conclude, that for gc we know, 
our Salvation may be a Thing impoſſible. 
For we cannot tell how Gop may act holly 
and mercifully towards guilty Creatures in 
their Remiſſion and Salvation. I make no 
Scruple to allow, that Reaſon of itſelf is 
ſufficient to acquaint us, in ſome Degree, 
with our Guiltineſs and Miſery: But I pe- 
remptorily deny, that it is capable of pointing 
out a Way wherein Gop may ſave us, con- 
fiſtently with the Honour of his Perfections. 
And r:ght Reaſon will never imagine that Gop 
way act otherwiſe than becomes ' himſelf,” or 
unſuitable to any of his Perfections. Theſe 
Things clearly evince the abſolute Neceſſity 
of an immediate and ſupernatural Revelation 
to inſtruct us in our Duty, and conduct us 
to Happineſs. tne A 
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II. I would offer ſome Arguments to 
prove, that the Writings of the Pro- 
hets are ſuch a Revelation. 

It is reaſonable to think that the Prophets 
had a full Perſuaſion in their Minds, that 
they were inſpired of Go p. For they did 
not acquire Riches, obtain Eaſe, and gain 
the Applauſe of the World, by acting in the 
prophetical Character; on the contrary, they 
were expoſed to Poverty, Loſs of Liberty, 
the keen Reſentment of a rebellious and 
wicked People, unto whom, they delivered 
their Prophecies, yea even unto Death itſelf, 
in Conſequence of the Part they acted as 
Prophets. And, therefore, -they muſt, moſt 


deſervedly, be eſteemed Fools or mad Men, if 


they were not fully perſtaded in their own 
Minds, that they had a Commiſſion from 
Gop to ſpeak and act as they did. Would 
Men in their Senſes, without any View of 
Advantage; but quite the Reverſe, pretend 


to be divinely inſpired, unleſs they really 


thought themſelves ſo to be ? It is moſt un- 
reaſonable to imagine this. I add, the Pro- 
phets were holy Men of Gop. They loved 


Him, reverenced Him, truſted in Him, fa- 


credly regarded his Honour, were obedient 
to Him, and .enjoyed Intimacy with Him. 
And therefore, they certainly conceived, that 
the Matter of their Prophecies was ſuggeſted 


«unto them by Gop. For, Men of their 


Character 
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Character could not be guilty of impious Fraud, 


or of palming a Forgery on the infinite Being, 
whom they adored. If any ſhall ſay, Be it 


ſo, that thoſe Men really thought themſelves 


to be inſpired, were they above a Poflibility 


of Deception ? Might they not be miſtake? 
What Evidence have we that they were not? 


In anſwer, I will ſay, that we Abart moſt 


clear, and abundant Evidence, that 9 4 
were not miſtaken. 

1. The Sublimity and myſterious Nature 
of the Doctrines, which they delivered, 
clearly and 3 nan that they were 


Inſpired of Gop. ophetical Writings 
contain Principles, which are abſolutely above 


the Diſcovery of human Reaſon; and, there- 
fore, thoſe Principles could not poſſibly be 
invented by the Prophets. Their Know- 


ledge of them was not acquired; but it muſt 
have been conveyed to their Minds, in an 
immediate and ſupernatural Manner. Things 


they are, ich Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
and whi ch have not Content into the Heart of Man. 
Yea, they infinitely tranſcend the Wiſdom of 
Angels. For, they are the Wiſdom of God, in 


** ery, the hidden Wiſdom, which be ordained 
before the World, to our Glory. They are be 


manifold Wiſdom of Gad. And the deeþ Things 
of God. The Scheme of the Salvation of — 


ners, by the promiſed Meſſiah, whereof the 
Prophets treat, was the Contrivance of infi- 
Nite Wiſdom, and- could never have been 


thought 
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thought of, by Men, or Angels. The Pro- 
phets aſſert, that the Meſſiah is Jehovah, God, 
"the mighty God, and alſo a Child born, and a Son 
given; therefore properiy divine, and really 

human, which is a Myer, that cannot be 
comprehended, by any finite Mind, nor 
could ever have been conceived of, by a cre- 
ated Underftanding, how capacious ſoever. 
And that this glorious Perſon ſhould be a 
Subſtitute for guilty Men, obey the Law for 
them, bear their Guilt, and atone for their 
Crimes, are fuch Myſteries, as could not 
have been deviſed by a Creature, angelic or 
human. Conſequently, the Prophets, who 
diſcovered thoſe Myſteries, muſt have been 
inſpired of Gop. I am ſenſible, that the 
Deiſts aſſert, that theſe Doctrines are abſurd, 
and repugnant to Reaſon, but they have not 
yet proved them ſo. And I dare affirm, that 
they will never be able to give the leaſt Proof 
thereof. For, they have no Medium, by 
which ſuch Proof can be given. Becauſe, 
they are not inconſiſtent with any Principle 
of natural Religion. Above it they are; but 
contrary to it, they are not. This is an in- 
trinſic 1 Proof, that the holy Pro- 
phets were divinely inſpired, 

2. The perfect Harmony and Agreement, 
in all the Writings of the Prophets, relating 
to thoſe ſublime and myſterious Doctrines, 
clearly prove, that they are of divine Origi- 
nal. In nothing do they contradict one ag 
| TL: ; Other. 
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other. They correſpond, and exactly agree 
in all Things: No Contradictions, or jar- 


ring Principles, can be produced, in what 


they ſpake and wrote, They are one and 
uniform, in all they expreſs, upon every 


Point of Doctrine, whereof they diſcourſe. 
Now, if we conſider, at what diſtant Times, 


their Prophecies were delivered, if we conſi- 
der the large Number of the Prophets, their 


different Capacities, Advantages and Stations, 


as Men, under what different Circumſtances, 
and alſo on what different Occaſions, they 
did write, ſurely, we muſt be convinced, 
that it is no leſs than rea! Miracle, that a 
Unity of Sentiments, ſhould run through 
their Writings: or, which 1s the fame Thing, 
that they were under unerring Direction in 
what they wrote. For, without that, human 
Frailty would moſt certainly have diſcovered 
itſelf, in ſome Part or other, on that great 
Variety of ſublime and profound Subjects, 


whereof they treat. I challenge all the Deiſts 


in the World, to try their Skill on this Head. 
And if they are able to produce a ſingle Con- 


tradiction, upon any Point of Doctrine, in 
the Writings of the Prophets, I will allow, 
that with Reaſon they reject the Bible. But 
I am firmly perſuaded, that by this Con- 


ceſſion, I am not in the leaſt Danger of be- 


their 


ing driven into Infidelity. And that this is 
a Taſk, which no Deiſt will dare to under 
take, Bold and enterpizing as they are, in 
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their Attacks on the Credit of the facred 
Writers. If any one ſhould be hardy enough 
to attempt the Thing, he would quickly find, 
that he could not hope to ſucceed, in that 
Attempt. The Uniformity of Doctrines, in 
the Writings of the Prophets, is a pregnant, 
and irrefragable Proof of their Divinity: or, 
that thoſe holy Men of Gop, ſpake and wrote 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. | 
. The numerous Fred Weng of future 
Events, which could only be foreknown to 
Gop, and their exact Accompliſhment, that 
we have in the Writings of the Prophets, 
undeniably prove, that Gop, in an imme- 
diate and ſupernatural Manner, revealed his 
Will to them. This is an exceedingly copi- 
ous Subject, a large Field opens itſelf to our 
View. And I might greatly enlarge upon 
it, For, the prophetical hy. abound 
with ſuch Predictions. But I ſhall confine 
myſelf, in this Diſcourſe, unto two general 
Heads of them. | 

(1.) Thoſe relating to Jeſus Chriſt. - 

(2.) Thoſe which reſpèct the State of the 
Jews upon their Rejection of Him, and 
their Oppoſition to his Goſpel, which was 
preached to them, after his Aſoenſion to 
Heaven. b 

(i.) I would obſerve ſome of thoſe Pro 
dictions, relating to Jeſus Chriſt, which we 
have, in the Writings of the Prophets, and 
the exact Accompliſhment of them in Him. 

| His 
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His Deſcent is foretold, not only of which 
Tribe; but of what particular Family He 
ſhould be. It was a Matter well known 
among the Jews, from ancient Prophecy, 
that the Meſſiah promiſed to them, was to 
ſpring from David. And our Saviour was 
of the Seed 'of David, according to the Fleſh. 
A clear Prediction was given of the ſuper- 
natural Conception of Chriſt. Behold a Vir. 
gin ſhall concerve, and bring forth a Son, and 
ſhall call his Name I MANUEL. This is a 
Thing miraculous. Which, therefore, could 
only be foreknown to Gop, For no Crea- 
ture whatever can poſſibly tell whether Gon 
will exert his Power to effect a Miracle, un- 
leſs He himſelf makes a Diſcovery, that ſuch 
is his Intention. And, therefore, this Pre- 
diction of the miraculous Conception of Chriſt, 
is a clear Proof, that the Prophet was di- 
vinely inſpired. Our bleſſed Lord was con- 
ceived wn born of a Virgin, by the almighty 
Agency of the Holy Ghoft. He was jc 
of a Woman, formed of her Subſtance ; ſo 
that he was'zhe Seed of the Women, in Diſtinc- 
tion from the Man, according to the firſt. 
Promiſe which GOD expreſſed after Adam's 

Fall. The Place of the Birth of Chriſt was 
Matter of Prophecy, which, through 'aTre- 
markable Diſpenſation of Providence, was 
not only accompliſned; but the Fact was 
rendered ſo notorious, that it could not poſ- 
fibly be denied. Alſo full Proof was given, 


OT that 
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that He deſcended from David, whoſe Son 
the Meſſiah was to be. Farther, his Beha- 
viour is deſcribed in the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, in as exact a Manner as if they had 
ſeen and been converſant with Him, in the 
Courſe of his Conduct. It was declared 
concerning Him in Prophecy, that he ſhould 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his. Voice to be 
6 5 the Street; in order to gain public Ap- 
plauſe, either by what He ſpake or wrought. 
And according to the Prediction of the Pro- 
phets, Chriſt was abſolutely free from Oſten- 
tation. He made uſe of no Methods to 
ſpread his Fame, and obtain Honour and 
Praiſe from Men, in the great Variety of 
ſtupendous Works, which he conſtantly ef- 
fected, wherever he went. Our Saviour 
wiſely performed many miraculous Works, 
in a public Manner, with a View to render 
his divine Miſſion evident and inconteſtable. 
But he wrought none with an Intention to 
gain worldly Honour and Repute. In no 
Inſtance did He court the Applauſe of Men. 
His ſole Aim was to glorify his Father, and 
give Proof, that He acted by his Commiſſion. 
Majeſty and Modeſty centered and met in 
Him, and were equally manifeſt in all that 
He ſpake and acted. It was foretold of Him, 
that He ſhould be wly, riding upon an Aſs, 
upon a Colt, the Foal of an Aſs. And He was 
meek and lowly. Which he diſcovered, when 
He entered in Triumph, into the City of 
Jeruſalem, 
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© Feruſalem, upon ſo mean a Creature as an 
Aſs, agreeable to the Prophet's Prediction. 
Now, who but Gop could poſſibly foreknow 
theſe Things ? Certainly none. And, there- 
fore, it is reaſonable to conclude, that the 
Prophets who predicted them, were divinely 
inſpired. - | I 
Moreover, the Sufferings and Death of 
Chriſt, were propheſied of in a moſt explicit 
Manner. It is ſaid, that He gave his Back 
fo the Smiters, his Cheeks to them that plucked off 
the Hair, and hid not his Face from Shame and 
Spitting. Wherein are expreſſed the rude 
and cruel Treatment our Saviour met with, 
and his Fortitude in bearing it. He was ſpit 
upon, ſmitten in the Face, and ſcourged. 
In ſuffering which Indignities and Cruelties, 
he conducted himſelf, in the moſt meek and 
patient Manner. Not the leaſt Degree of 
undue Reſentment appeared in Him. Men 
He was reviled, He reviled not again; when He 
ſuffered, He threatened not. But, as the Pro- 
phet predicted, He was led as a Lamb to the 
| Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shearers is 
dumb, ſo He opened not his Mouth. His Death 
not only was foretold; but alſo the Manner 
of it, was intimated in Prophecy. His Hands 
and his Feet were to be pierced, and they were 
ſo, when He was nailed to the Croſs. That 
Prediction ſuggeſted, that He was to ſuffer 
Death, by Crucifixion, and He actually did. 


9 1911 
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Again, It was propheſied, that the Meſſiah 
ſhould be laid in the Grave, and have an ho- 
nourable Interment. He made his Grave with 
the Wicked, and with the Rich in his Death. 
That Prediction alſo was exactly accom- 
pliſhed in our bleſſed Saviour. 
I add, his Reſurrection from the $tate of 
the Dead was Matter of Prophecy. He is 


prophetically repreſented, exprefling-himſelf | 


thus. Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nei- 
ther wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One to fe Corruption. 
Which was verified in Jeſus, who aroſe from 
the Dead on the third Day, after he ſuffered, 
as is abundantly teſtified by numerous cre- 
dible Witneſſes, who could be under no 
Temptation to affirm a Falſhood : And who 
had ſufficient Means of ſatisfying themſelves 
of the Truth of the Fact. It cannot be de- 
nied, that this was an Event really miraculous, 
And, therefore, it could only be fore-known 
to Gop, conſequently, no one could poſſibly 
become acquainted with it, before its Ac- 
compliſhment; but by an immediate and ſu- 
pernatural Revelation from Him. 17 

To which I ſubjoin, his Aſcenſion to Hea- 


ven, and fitting down at the right Hand of 


Gop, were clearly predicted in the Writings 
of the Prophets. The Meſſiah was to aſcend 
up on high; and fit at the right Hand of Gop; 
The Lord ſaid unto: my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
Hand. This likewiſe was accompliſhed in 


our Saviour. For, He is exalted at the 


right 


ut 


\ 


« v 
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right Hand of the Father, in that Character, 
to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Remiſion of Sins, 
Which wonderful and glorious Event, could 
not poſſibly” have been thought of, by any 
Mortzl, without a ſupernatural Revelation 
of it from Heaven. Hence, it is evident, 
that tlie Writings of the Prophets were di- 
u,, „„ ooo 7 

Once more, the Glory which followed, in 


the Church, upon the Death, Reſurrection, 


and Aſcenſion of Chriſt to Heaven, was fore- 


told. The wonderful Spread of the Goſpel, 


the Converſion of the Gentiles, and the large 
Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, in. his Graces 
and Gifts, were clearly propheſied of. Which 
are ſuch Events as none but Gon could fore- 
know. And, therefore, the Prophets who 
predicted thoſe extraordinary Events were 
inſpired by Him. | Me 
(2.) The State of the Jews upon their Re- 
jection of the Meſſiah, and Oppoſition to his 
Goſpel, was moſt clearly propheſied of. The 
Author of the, Epiſtle to the Hebrews, irre- 


kragably proves two Things, in general, from 


e Writings of the Prophets, relating to that 


ath their Fathers, at Sinai and Horeb, was 


to be antiquated, become old, and vaniſh away. 


That their Heaven, and their Eartb, 1.e. their 
eccleſiaſtical and political States, were to be 


ſhaken, yea ſhaken all to Pieces. According 
o ancient Prophecy, the Scepter auas t0 depart 
45 | =, from 
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rom Tudah, and aLawgiver from between his Feet; 
after the Coming of the Meſſiah. Their civil 
and eccleſiaſtical Authority was entirely to fink. 
And quite a different State of Things was to 
be introduced upon the Sinking of the Mo- 
ſarc Oeconomy. A different Mode of Worſhip 
was to take Place, and different Perſons were 
to officiate therein. The other Point, which 
that Divine Writer proves, is this: That no- 
thing was to be expected by that incredulous 
People, but fiery Indignation, which would de- 
worr them, as a Body politic; and which ac- 
tually did. The Condition of that People, 
ever fince, to this Time, 1s a ſtanding un- 
demable Evidence, that the Writings of the 
Prophets are of divine Original. 
4. The Miracles which were wrought by 
the Prophets, for the Confirmation of their 
heavenly Miſſion, and the Truth of their 
' Prophecies, moſt clearly and ſolidly evince, 
that they were divinely inſpired. When I 
fay Miracles, I underſtand flupendous Works of 
fuch Sort, which are done beſide or contrary to the 
Laws of Nature, and that exceed” all the Power © 
of created Cauſes, performed of God, to gain Cre- 
dit to his Word. That Works of ſuch Sort 
were done, in great Abundance; to obtain 
Credit unto what the Prophets declared, is 
not to be denied. Numerous Miracles were 
wrought by Mofes in Egypt, at the Red Sea, 
and in the Wilderneſs, among the People to 
whom he was appointed a Leader, for _ 
By | Deli- 
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Deliverance out of Bondage, Safety, Supply 
and Preſervation. And a great Variety, from 
Time to Time, were effected. by ſucceeding 
Prophets, unto the like important Ends. 
And, therefore, omnipotent Power was ex- 
erted to prove the Truth of their divine 
Miſſion, the Verity of the Doctrines they 
aſſerted, and of the Predictions which they 
delivered. Muſt we not conclude from hence, 
that it is moſt unreaſonable Incredulity, to 
diſbelieve the Inſpiration of thoſe holy Men? 
Gop will never exert his Power to-confirm 
Falſhood. He can no more do that, than 
He is capable of affirming what is untrue. 
Divine Power can only be put forth for the 
Eſtabliſhment of Principles, which are di- 
vinely true. No falſe Doctrines can have 
Atteſtations in their Favour of that Kind. 

The external Evidences of the Inſpiration 
of the Prophets are ſuch, that a Man who 
takes them into Conſideration, muſt be ei- 
ther a Knave or a Fool, that refuſes to believe 
it. Some, perhaps, will ſay this is very 
rough and plain. Be it ſo. I am free to de- 
clare to all the World, that I think, not the 
leaſt Degree of Complaiſance is due to a 
Deiſt. If we may not be allowed to impute 
Folly to Infidels, who generally pretend unto 
a ſuperior Degree of Wiſdom, we may take 
the Liberty to exhibit a Charge of very culp- 
able Partiality againſt them, for without 
that, there is no Man of a common Under- 

| ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, but muſt diſcern, that the Writings 
of the Prophets were not their own Inven- 


tion; but that they were penned under the 
mfallible Direction of Gop. I proceed, 


III. To hint ſome Things, in order to 
prove, that we now enjoy thoſe ſacred 
Writings pure and uncorrupt. 

Some who ſeem too ready to allow, that 
Corruptions have taken Place in the Writings 
of the Prophets, freely grant us' this, that 
thoſe Corruptions are not ſuch as ren- 
der it uncertain, whether they were inſpired 
of Gop, or not. Their Books, as they now 


+ ſtand, contain ſuch evident Marks in them, 


- of their coming from Gop, that it cannot 
reaſonably be doubted of. That Point 1s 
| yielded to us. Which is a Matter of very 
weighty Conſideration. If ſuch Corruptions 
could be proved in the prophetical Writings, 
as obſcure the Evidences of their divine Ori- 
inal, the Deiſts might triumph over us. 
ut this is not pretended. Take thoſe Writ- 
ings as they now ſtand, they will irrefragably 
prove, of themſelves, that they are no hu- 
man Production. Such Things are found 
therein, as are abſolutely undiſcoverable by 
a finite Mind. . Thoſe Things, therefore, 
muſt have been revealed by Gop. I appre- 
hend, that ſeveral Things may be propoſed 
to Conſideration, which will render it im- 


probable, 
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probable, that thoſe Writings are corrupted 
or mutilated. . 72 | 

1. The End of Go in dictating them, 
both reſpecting Himſelf and the Church. 

(J.) The End reſpecting Himſelf was his 
own Glory. That we might know Him, 
love Him, fear Him, and obey Him. In 
ſhort, that we might underſtand how to glo- 
rify Him as Gop; which Mankind, without 
a ſupernatural Revelation, could never do, 
That is far above the Reach of our impaired 
Reaſon.” Philoſophy is inſufficient to inſtruct 
us in our Duty to our Maker, or in what 
Way we may: honour Him as we ought. 
This End was worthy of Gop, and ſuitable 
to his Perfections. For it is fit that He 
ſhould deſign his ownGlory in all his Works, 
and in all his Tranſactions with his reaſon- 
able Creatures. | 

| (2.) His End therein with reſpect to the 
Church was, not only her Inſtruction in the 
Matter of her Duty, but her Confolation,: - 
and her ſafe Guidance unto a State of ever» 
laſting Felicity in the Enjoyment of himſelf. 
This alſo is an End becoming the divine Per- 
fections. From hence. e 
2. A ſtrong Argument may be formed to 
prove the Purity and Perfection of the pro- 
283 Writings. For, if theſe were the 

nds of Gop, in granting us ſuch a Reve- 
lation of his Will, unleſs we can ſuppoſe 
that He is become unconcerned about at- 
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taining thoſe holy Ends, which He once de- 
figned in infinite Wiſdom, we cannot ima- 
gine that He will ever ſuffer his Word to be 
corrupted or mutilated, whereby He would 
be fruſtrated of his Ends, m committing 
that ſacred Depoſitum unto the Church. 
Now, ſuch an Imagination would be as 
groſs an Impeachment of his Wiſdom, as 

reat a Reflection on his Holineſs, as dread- 
ful an Abuſe of his Goodneſs, as is poſſible 
to be deviſed. 133. 734, era 
Far greater Reverence is due to thoſe ſa- 
cred Writings than ſome: bold Critics have 
diſcovered, who. allow, that this Fountain 
of divine Light and Truth is become foul 
and muddy, or, in ſome Inſtances, groſly cor- 
rupt, and have imagined themſelves capable 
of purging it, by their learned Conjectures, 


founded upon Tranſlations, which they con- 


elude, muſt have been made from Hebrew 


Copies, much differing from thoſe which 
are now extant *. If this be the Fact, may 


we 


* Particularly the Samaritan Pentateueh and the Septuagint, 
Whoſe Folly and Boldneſs have been juſtly ed by many 
learned Men, and the Purity of the Hebrow excellently 
defended. Box ros v, Gass rus, &c. The late very learned 


Mr Beprorp offers ſome convincing Reaſons to prove, that the 
| Samaritan Copy is of later Date than the Septuagint, and co- 
pied from thence, in ſeveral Places. He canchudes, , that wa 


may as well ſet up to corre Greek Authors by their Latin Ver- 
fions, or Latin Authors by their Engliſß Verſions, or the Acoran 


of Mahomet, by the Latin and French Franflations,. as to corre 


the Text by thoſe, — If a Suggeſtion, that the Jezvs.had cop- 
rupted them (the Scriptures the 1d Teſtament) me be | 
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we not ſay, how happy was it with the 
Church formerly, when through the Kind- 
neſs and Care of Gop ſhe enjoyed the Reve- 
lation of his Will, pure, uncorrupt, and 
entire in all its Parts? But alas! for her, 
in later Ages God hath not manifeſted the 
ſame kind Care of her, nor the fame Regard 
to his own Glory, which He once did, in 
preſerving his Ward camplete and free from 
Corruptions ; but hath ſuffered it to be cor- 
rupted in a vaſt Multitude of Places, fo that, 
in a great Variety of Inſtances, we cannot 
now determine, with Certainty, whether it 
is Gop, or Man only, who ſpeaks to us in 
our Bibles. I very much . lament, that any 
learned Man ſhould advance Poſitions, - re- 
lating to the Scripture, which naturally tend 
to produce Apprehenfions in our Minds, 
that are diſhonourable to Gon, and. exceed- 
ingly dangerous ta the Church. That ſome 
have fo done, it is evident, if I miſtake them 
nat. If I do; I crave their Pardon for this 
Suggeſtion concerning them. 

E 2 3. It 


ſufficient- to attempt daily Alterations, inſtead of fixing the 

Standard, we ſhalt confound it; inſtead of one Bible, we ſhall 
have as many as there are Crities. We ſhall ſearch after Truth 
until we have loſt it, and play with this ſacred Light until we 
have put it out, And whilft we arraign God's Providence in 
ſuffering ſuch Corruptions ta be made, and the World to be 
im an with a Scripture as coming from Him, a great Part 
whereof was none of his, we too juſtly provoke Him to enter 
into Judgment for ſuch unprecedented Impieties, if not to re- 
move his Candleſtick out of its Place, and give it to a Nation 
which will make a better Uſe of it.“ This is wiſtly and pioufly 
 faid, CuronoLoey, p. 49—52. | 
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3. It cannot reaſonably be thought, that 
the Writings of the Prophets were corrupted 
in the Time of our Saviour's being in the 
World. He appealed unto thoſe Writings 
to prove the Truth of the Doctrines which 
He delivered, concerning Gop and himſelf, 
in the Character of the Meſſiah, without the 


leaſt Intimation of Errors and Miſtakes in 


them; and, therefore, it is highly impro- 
bable that they were then attended with Er- 
rors and Miſtakes. Much leſs is it probable, 
if they had before that Time been wilfully 
corrupted by the Jews, in whoſe Poſſeſſion 
they were, that He would have been ſilent 


on that Head. His Zeal for the Honour of 


his Father, his intenſe Love to, and. tender 
Care of the Church, would doubtleſs -have 
cauſed Him to have detected and condemned 
their impious Fraud, if they had ſo done, 
though but in a „inge Inſtance. - With what 


. 


Severity of Language does He reprove the 
Jeu for their falſe Gloſſes on, and perverſe 


Interpretations of thoſe Writings. And ſhall 
we imagine, that He would paſs over in Si- 
lence the Wickedneſs and Impiety of the Jews, 
in daring to change the Language of the Pro- 

hets, in order to make them expreſs a Senſe, 


which they never intended? Gop forbid, that 


any Chriſtian ſhould ever admit ſuch a 
Thought, to have the leaſt Entertainment in 


his Mind. In my Apprehenſion, ſuch a Con- 


ceit, though 1t ſhould regard but one Inſtance 


only, 
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only, reflects ſuch Diſhonour on the bleſſed 
Jeſus, that I would not for the whole World 
allow of it, without the moſt demonſtrative 
Proof of its Certainty, let all the learned Men 
in it ſay what they pleaſe, in order to vindi- 


cate themſelves, in their Criticiſin, on the 


ſacred Texkt. HET. 2 
4. There is clear Reaſon to conclude, that 
thoſe Writings have not been corrupted ſince 
that Time. Who ſhould corrupt them? If 
any have ſo done, they muſt be either Jews, 
or profeſſed Chriſtians, who had them in 
their Poſſeſſion, Now, it ought. to be ob- 
ſerved, that neither could act ſuch a Part, 
without an immediate Diſcovery. Jews could 
not, without being detected by Chriſtians, if 
they had been inclined to corrupt them, out 
of their Hatred to Chriſtianity. But it-is do- 
ing Wrong to the Jeus to ſuggeſt, that they 
have ever been inclined to corrupt the pro- 
phetical Writings, from their Diſſike of Jeſus 
and his Followers. So far have they been 
from any ſuch Inclination, that they have 
been ftri&ly, yea ſuperſtitiouſiy careful to pre- 
ſerve them exactly correct, and free from 
Alterations. If any profeſſed Chriſtians cor- 
rupted them, they muſt have been either the 
Orthodox or Heretics. Now, neither the 
former nor the latter could poſſibly make 
Alterations therein to ſerve a Turn; but 
they muſt have expoſed themſelves to the 
Cenſure of the others, for ſo wicked and 

8 fraudulent 
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fraudulent a Practice, and which would 
not have been to the Advantage, but the 
manifeſt Prejudice of their Cauſe. Men muſt 
be not ooly exceedingly wicked, but alſo e- 
tremely fools 57 to attempt the Support of any 
Opinion, by a wilful Corruption of the 
Scripture, Ain ever ſince the Spread. of 
Chriſtianity, that hath been impoſſible to be 
done, without a Diſcovery thereof by others, 
who eſpouſe not that Opinion, which they 
would maintain. And, therefore, we may 
reaſonably conclude, that the ſacred Writ- 
ings have not been corrupted, either by Jews, 
or profeſſed Chriſtians of any Party. And, 
from the Whole, that we now enjoy the 
Writings of the Prophets entire, pure and 
uncorrupt. Which Writings juſtly challenge 
our higheſt Reverence, as they demand our 
Gratitude, on Ry of their di- 
vine Original. 


I ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe with the 
Words of my Text. For the P came 
not in % Tin. the Will of Man; Men 


of God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
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